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Virtual Interaction and Learning From the Perspective of Immersion
Theory: Developing Adult Learners' Learning Memory
Tao Kan

The immersion theory delineates eight complicated relationships between challenge and skill with the
aim of making the best use of these relationships to immerse learners in learning activities, hence enhanc-
ing online learning efficiency.

This article dwells on the interactions of the sense of immersion, immersed communication and adult
learners' learning memory - a term borrowed from computer science. It then goes on to discuss the com-
ponents, functions and potentials of learning memory. It is argued that the Conceptual Age encourages im-
mersed learning. Various strategies for helping adult learners foster a sense of immersion in learning activi-
ties are proposed, including the use of perception- delusion, the balance of challenge and skills, provision
of instant effective feedback and use of efficiency curve as well as role replacement in learning environment
and resources exploitation.

Keywords: sense of immersion; immersion theory; virtual interaction; learning memory

On the Nature and Underlying Theories of Online Learning Activities

Wang Nan and Qiao Aizhen
te) C

Research on online learning has been top on the agenda of distance education practitioners.
Nevertheless, it seems that issues such as the nature of online learning and the theoretical framework
underpinning such research have not received sufficient attention.

Adopting the method of literature review, this study is intended to explore the nature and at-
tributes of online learning. It is argued that online learning is essential to Web- based instruction and
that it serves as evidence that learners study by means of the Web. The study concludes that online
learning has three attributes, i.e. interaction, learning outcome and learning organization. Also covered
in this study is the rationale for online learning research, with a focus on frame theory and perfor-
mance theory.

Keywords: online learning; theoretical perspective; performance- based instruction

Approaches to Distance Learning Strategy Training

Zhang Minghua and Liu Dianzhi

Since open and distance learning is characterized by learning autonomy, learning strategies play more
important a role in distance learning than in campus- based learning. In view of the features of distance
learners, the authors maintain that learning strategy training should be integrated into the learning support
system. They argue that training is needed in metacognitive strategies, resource management strategies and

cognitive strategies. Ways to ensure training quality include offering a compulsory course in learning strate-



