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Absil‘act; This paper analyze the structural elements and functions of distance education systems, focusing on the anat
ysis of the two operational subsystems of course and student of distance education as the open social systems. The paper argues that
those single— mode distance teaching universities, represented by the Open Univesity of United Kingdom and China’ s Radio and
Television Universities have become the mainstream model in the development of distance education in the second half of the 20th
century. Then the characterstics of the mainstream model and its course student administration and logistics subsystems have

been described.
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