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ing function of satellites and the two- way communication function of the Internet to allow teachers to
deliver synchronous teaching sessions through video broadcast and to let teachers and students en-
gage in audio- based interaction. The second sub- system, on the other hand, provides students with
24- hour non- stop asynchronous teaching services with the assistance of the Internet.

In this online education practice based on satellites and the Internet, the mode of teaching con-
sists of the following: paper- based teaching materials, live satellite broadcasting of courses, multime-
dia coursewares, online problem- solving sessions, localized teacher counseling, online mock self- tests

and a unified examination.

Entering the Fifth Generation of Distance Education: a Case Study
of Athabasca University

David Annand

This paper reviews some trends impacting global demand for university education, describes
several forces for organizational change operating at present within the academy, and reviews the
evolution of distance education in the 20th century. A case study of the School of Business at
Athabasca University illustrates how a combination of technological innovation and alternate organiza-
tional structures characteristic of many distance- based universities can inform more effective models
of university education worldwide and reconceptualize our understanding of the academy. In the pro-

cess, the distinctive hallmarks of universities need not be relinquished.

The Construction of a Model for the Development of Teachers'
IT Literacy

Zhang Qing

In China, there is a lack of IT literacy among primary and secondary school teachers, thus the
application of IT in the learning and teaching process has been far from satisfactory. The task of IT
literacy training among teachers is arduous as the content, model and outcome of existing practices
must all be re- examined. A new set of methodologies and concepts for teachers' IT literacy training
should be followed so as to answer the needs of the IT development in education.

Different levels of IT literacy should be formulated. Teacher's experience and the various teaching
problems have to be taken into account and interaction and collaboration should be the emphasis.

The author of this paper has conducted a survey of IT literacy training among primary and sec-
ondary school teachers and puts forward an autonomous model for IT literacy training for teachers.
According to this model, teachers acquire IT literacy through the teaching tasks in their discipline and
learn the application of IT in their field of teaching. The various elements in this model are: enroliment,

learning tasks, self- training, resource support, problem solving, examination and accreditation.




