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From Government—paid Teacher Education Students to Tutors: The

Career Choice and Identity of Male Pre—school Education Teachers
—A Case Study Based on Neoliberalism
Dongdong Pan,' Mo Wang®
('Education School, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 999077
China; *China Institute for Educational Finance Research, Peking University, Beijing
100871 China)

Abstract: Taking Foucault’s neoliberal governmentality as the theoretical perspective, this qualitative
case study explores the career choice and identity of a male government—paid pre—school teacher education
student who entered the tutoring industry to become a tutor without performing the contract by semi-structured
interview and documentation. The study finds that under the structural constraints, for the pre —school
government—paid teacher education students who are in breach of the contract, the entry into the tutorial
centers presents the characteristics of being both the second—best and the better choice. The systematic
pre—school education produces the identity that tutor is also teacher without conflict between the identity
of tutor in tutorial centers and that of teacher in the mainstream schools. Based on the findings, this paper
suggests that the government should strengthen supervision, and the tutoring industry strengthen self—discipline
and guide tutorial centers to better play their positive social role in absorbing employment, especially for
those male pre—school government—paid teacher education students who are in breach of the contract.

Key words: pre-school education teacher, tutor, career choice, identity, neoliberalism



