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A Review and Reflection on Educational Action Research in China
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Abstract: Educational action research is advocated as an important way to address the separation of ed-
ucational theory and practice and promote teacher professional development and curriculum reform. It pro-
motes the development of educational research in China. However, there are some problems, such as the
generalization and abuse of educational action research including the phenomena of “emphasizing theory but
attaching little importance to its application”, “low-level repeating” and “irrelevant to the research topic”,
the confusion of educational action and educational action research, and the tendency of “de-theory” in edu-
cational action research. We should orientate to the interdisciplinary research approach, centered on the
problem, understand, assess and define educational action research correctly, clarify its concepts, avoid
the trend of “method centralism” and value theoretical thinking in educational action research, which will
benefit the development of China’s educational research.

Key words: educational action research; the tendency of de-theory; method centralism trend; interdis-
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