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The Disillusioned “American Dream”:

An Interpretation from the Educational Anthropological Perspective
LIU Qian' LI Si-yang’
(1.2. Institute of Anthropology Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: In the traditional American values this is a “land of opportunities. ” Each person relies on his own ability and
efforts to seek an “American dream” on this land and he can complete his dreams on his own. However the American fe—
male sociologist Annette Lareau’ s masterpiece “Unequal Childhood” provided a strong conclusion through in — depth obser—
vations and interviews with children and their families of 9 different genders races and classes: Different classes of Ameri—
can society advocate and practice different modes of parenting. The middle class prefer “concerted cultivation” while the
labor class and the poor families are more typical of the “accomplishment of natural growth” model. Among them class in—
equality is solidified and reproduced. Through analyzing and discussing the perspective of consciousness of question devel—
opment framework basic concepts main points of view and style characteristics of this work this paper attempts to dis—
cuss issues related to Chinese society and education further by rethinking the discussion of the solidification of the educa—
tional anthropology in the US scene.
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