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An htematbnal Com parison of Course O flerngs nn D istance
Educatbn and Educatbnal Technobgy at Unirersiies

Zhang Weiyuan

In knowledge economies lifelong learning is much emphasized and distance education has an
important role to play. In many parts of the world, distance education has already become an inde-
pendent discipline. However, it is still mostly considered as a sub- discipline of educational technolo-
gy, a view which is no longer appropriate in learning societies.

This paper uses a comparative method to analyze the course offerings in distance education and
educational technology at six universities outside China. Master's programs in Educational Technology
and Distance Education are examined.

This author maintains that educational technology and distance education should be conceptual-

ized as two independent academic disciplines as their research methods are very different. Moreover,
these disciplines have distinctive features regarding course management, teaching design, curriculum
development, the teaching and learning process, and course components.
The author further suggests that face- to- face education, distance education and educational technol-
ogy should be viewed as three sub- disciplines under the discipline of education. Their inter- relation-
ship is illustrated with a diagram, and it is proposed that a proper relationship among them is impor-
tant to educational development in China.

This author suggests that further research should be conducted on educational objectives, cur-
riculum structure, teaching content of educational technology and distance education.

The Bsue of Qually ih Onlhe D Bstance Educaton

Ding Xingfu

This paper first chronicles how the reputation of distance education has been built over the past
decade.

On an international level, distance education faces two major challenges: its confrontation with
conventional education and its innate negative attributes.

Distance learning institutes in China are similarly facing a host of challenges, which the paper
describes in detail: the educational and industrial sectors hold very conservative views about distance
education, while the development of distance education is unreasonably led by government policies
about which many distance learning institutes are uncertain about; the quality, beliefs and behavior of
distance education practitioners are matters of concern; and there is a contradiction between the
commercialization of education and the educational tradition of China; the information technology in-
frastructure in China is quite underdeveloped and quality online teaching resources are inadequate ;
there is a lack of theoretical foundation and practical experience about online education; and
over- expansion of distance education is likely due to strong educational demand, but the manage-
ment mechanism for China’s higher education is still not mature. The paper suggests that distance e-

ducation institutes in China have to prepare for these challenges.




