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Analyzing MIT OCW with Diffusion of Innovation Theory
Wang Long

MIT OCW has succeeded in promoting the opening and sharing of global educational resources six
years after its implementation. It is a new initiative to spread knowledge in the networked age.

Based on case study and literature review, this article focuses on five features of MIT OCW in view of
Diffusion of Innovation Theory, S-shaped curve and the developmental stages of the MIT OCW project. It
critiques the project's S-shaped curve and sums up its innovative measures for increasing accessibility and
applicability. It also attempts to identify the underlying causes of the project's rapid development. MIT OCW
is a successful example of putting innovation in ideas, in products and in methods into practice. As a new
mode of knowledge sharing, MIT OCW embodies new features of spreading new knowledge in the net-

worked age and becomes an option for strategic renovation both in conventional higher education and in

distance education.

D. Sewart's Theory of Student Support in Distance Education:
Interpretation and Inspiration
Wu Lizhi and Ding Xin

Student support, originating from distance education practices in the Open University (UK), is an im-
portant concept in distance education and an important contribution to the fundamentals of pedagogy and
educational practices. David Sewart was not only creator of the theory of student support but also an en-
thusiastic advocator and practitioner of continuity of concern.

This article summarizes Sewart's theory from three aspects: the components of student support sys-
tems, the essence of student support, and student support as a service industry. It also points out one of
Sewart's innovative contributions to distance education, i.e. how to play the role of tutor- counselor and how
to manage the tutor- counselor team.

It is argued in the article that the theory of student support is of relevance in China's distance educa-
tion context and that China may benefit from this theory in exploring for best practice, highlighting adminis-
trative features of distance education institutions, providing distance education as a service industry and re-

cruiting and training qualified student support staff.

Classifying Distance Learners in Terms of Motivation, Aptitude
and Perseverance
Hu Zhijin

A major drawback of tutorial design in China's distance education is lack of concern or insufficient
concern for the specific characteristics of distance learners. Due to subjective and objective factors, it is a
common phenomenon that tutors do not know their students well enough or are not used to delivering
learner- centered instruction and tutorial.

In terms of learning motivation, aptitude and perseverance, students in radio and television universities
(RTWU) are at a disadvantage. It is maintained that the first step to redressing the situation is to identify

the students' disadvantages in learning motivation, aptitude and perseverance before they are classified ac-




