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Reaching for the sky




Lesson Objectives

1. Accurately understand and use advanced
descriptive vocabulary related to

. watching the sky

. emotional reactions to nature

¢ space exploration

2. Apply topic vocabulary naturally in:

. I[ELTS Speaking Part 2

. I[ELTS Writing Task 2




When you look at the sky, what words come to your mind?



The sunset/sunrise was very beautiful.

ablaze = B4 =R

painted in hues of orange and gold. hues = &48 (#colours 2£{1)

be ablaze with colour
in hues of +EL{REN R

:> The sky was ablaze with colour, painted in hues of purple and pink.



a heavy cloud cover A heavy cloud cover blocked
BENRE our view of the sun.

wispy / fluffy clouds

R TN IPELVNNPEES Fluffy clouds drifted slowly
clouds drift across the across the blue sky.
sky
SREXRZEFIZIZINE]
overcaNl The sky became overcast, and
BEAY dark clouds gathered overhead.
a clear sky After days of rain, everyone’ s
crystal clear mood improved as soon as the
BRUERERY P

weather cleared up.
clear up

REES




The sun went down.

the sun dips below the horizon

ABHTIAM 2%

We sat in silence as we watched the sun dip
when it was dark, ... below the horizon.

Twilight descends
=8 EE

The period when twilight descends is my favorite
time for an evening walk.



Practice :

1. After the rain, the night sky became
A. very clean
B. crystal clear

C. quite nice




Practice :

Exercise 2: Matching

Match the phrases with meanings:

1. twilight descends b a. thick clouds blocking the sky
2. heavy cloud cover a b. evening light slowly appears

3. sun dips below the horizon C C. sunset moment




Sky — awe — perspective

| felt relaxed. :> All my stresses melted away.
clt refaxe B AR T

_ | had a profound sense of peace /
| felt quiet. :> tranquillity.
THR

70N\

It was like a dream. it felt surreal
> RSB

Seeing the northern lights dance above me felt utterly surreal, like a dream.

_ it sparked my curiosity
It made me think a lot. :> | was in awe of...(natural beauty)
XT. R =



Practice :

As soon as | arrived at the beach, all my stresses away.
A. went
B. disappeared

C. melted




Practice :

Seeing the Earth from space, | was in of its beauty.
A. surprise
B. awe

C. shock




Practice :

Winning the award felt completely , like a dream.
A. strange
B. unreal

C. surreal

B/C




Practice :

Watching a documentary about black holes sparked my about the universe.

A. interest
B. curiosity

C. idea

A/B




IELTS Speaking Part 2 practice:

Describe a time when you enjoyed
looking at the sky.

You should say:

where you were

what the sky looked like

how you felt

and explain why the experience was
memorable

Where you were (B=)

fﬂl, A BN
s EEEEIT / BRHRINS

What the sky looked like (i)
ﬁ“*i (clear / starry / overcast)

BN, &, &, TN

How you felt (&%3Z)
- IBEE: R . BR. TF
. OIEBT: EEKR .. #WIKE|

Why it was memorable (EX)
« XWAESE/ B S
» AT AMEMEhA—F




IELTS Speaking Part 2 practice:

Where you were (&)

iﬂl,mxa & ER
s EEEEIT / BRHRINS

Describe a time when you enjoyed I'd like to talk about a time when | really
looking at the sky. enjoyed looking at the sky during a short trip

to the countryside last year.
You should say:

where you were : :

what the sky looked like | ;tayed in a small V|Il.age that was far from
how you felt city lights, so .the environment was very quiet
and explain why the experience was and dark at night.

memorable



IELTS Speaking Part 2 practice:

Describe a time when you enjoyed
looking at the sky.

You should say:

where you were

what the sky looked like

how you felt

and explain why the experience was
memorable

What the sky looked like (Em)
¢ KT *&i (clear / starry / overcast)
BB, = &, BN

As twilight descended, | lay on my back on
the grass, gazing up at the night sky.

The sky was crystal clear and starry, and as
my eyes adjusted to the darkness, more and
more stars emerged gradually.

A few wispy clouds drifted slowly across the
sky, creating a breathtaking vista that was
hard to describe.



IELTS Speaking Part 2 practice:

How you felt (&%)
- [HLE: RN, B’ TR
. OIBR: EEKR .. #WIKE|

At that moment, | felt a profound sense of
Describe a time when you enjoyed peace, and all my stresses melted away.
looking at the sky.

| was truly in awe of the sheer scale of the
You should say: universe, and the whole experience felt

where you were : : :
what the sky looked like slightly surreal, almost like | was dreaming.

how you felt o
and explain why the experience was It also sparked my curiosity about space and

memorable the possibility of life beyond our planet.



IELTS Speaking Part 2 practice:
Why it was memorable (EX)
« XWAESE/ B SRS
» AT AMEMEhA—HF

Describe a time when you enjoyed
looking at the sky.

You should say:

where you were

what the sky looked like

how you felt

and explain why the experience was
memorable

What made this experience especially
memorable was that it really put things into
perspective for me.

Compared with the vast universe above me,

my daily worries

suddenly seemed much less

important, and that feeling has stayed with

me ever since.

BB AR I B

2 light pollution



I'd like to describe a time when | really enjoyed looking at the sky during a short trip to the
countryside last year. | was staying in a small village far from city lights, so there was very
little light pollution.

One evening, | lay on my back on the grass, gazing up at the night sky. The sky was crystal
clear and starry, and as my eyes adjusted to the darkness, more and more stars emerged
gradually. A few wispy clouds drifted slowly across the sky, creating a breathtaking vista
that was hard to describe.

At that moment, | felt a profound sense of peace, and all my stresses melted away. | was
truly in awe of the sheer scale of the universe, and the whole experience felt slightly surreal,
almost like | was dreaming. It also sparked my curiosity about space and the possibility of
life beyond our planet.

What made this experience especially memorable was that it really put things into
perspective for me. Compared with the vast universe above me, my daily worries suddenly
seemed much less important, and that feeling has stayed with me ever since.



astronauts  atmosphere commercial  explorers
launch  outer simulator weightlessness

If you have ever dreamed of travelling in space then our (1)......cccccoimnevicennnnn, SPace travel programme will make
that dream a reality. Of course, passengers will need to prepare for this experience. However, unlike the months

T A1 6 ) PE———— undergo, our passengers will be ready for (3)......cccoevvcminriecnnnns within two
days. To prepare for a truly out-of-this-world experience, passengers will spend two days in our special training
facility. There the passengers will be able to experience 2ero gravity in a special (4).......ccoocovrvreenns this will
allow the passengers to acclimatise. During the flight itself a rocket will propel the spacecraft into suborbital space
in excess of 100,000 m above the Earth’s (5).....ccovviiiivcrecvcinnn . This will allow the passengers to experience

(C) T . OUr Space (7)o will be able to float around the cabin and view the Earth



astronauts  atmosphere commercial explorers
launch  outer simulator weightlessness

If you have ever dreamed of travelling in space then our (1) res.., space travel programme will make
that dream a reality. Of course, passengers will need to prepare for this experience. However, unlike the months

of training that (2).astronaut....... undergo, our passengers will be ready for (3)launch . within two
days. To prepare for a truly out-of-this-world experience, passengers will spend two days in our special training
facility. There the passengers will be able to experience zero gravity in a special (4).simulator......; this will
allow the passengers to acclimatise. During the flight itself a rocket will propel the spacecraft into suborbital space
in excess of 100,000 m above the Earth’s (5).atmosphere. . This will allow the passengers to experience
(6weightlessnes$ur space (7).explorer will be able to float around the cabin and view the Earth
and (8).outer............ space for approximately ten minutes prior to re-entry and landing.



What preparations do we need before we have space travel?

weightlessness
simulator 5. & =float in the cabin
EEDES undergo 223 loss of gravity




Why do humans explore space ifit’ s so dangerous and expensive?

to learn more / to understand the :> expand£umaq knowledge
universe TE%A?EE{J%DIR

:’> technological advancement
BHHE

Do space missions influence young people’ s career choices?

ey o inspire younger generations to study STEM
AT MR FE—RX STEM (RlZ, AR, T
ERHE) ESN




::> prohibitively expensive
EE=

How would you feel if all the

hospital funds were used to N divert resources from Earth’s problems
launch rockets for NASA? :l/ £ B AR F Tt B ) @Y 3R &/ 55 R A% (o) EL At
/\\ﬁiﬁ
<R

:> space debris / junk

A=hk




Practice :

1. RERRTLGARAEAIR, A IEAZF EHAMIKAIER o

Space exploration can expand human knowledge, helping us to understand the universe
and the origins of our planet.

2. BERRIEBATRER LI MIE RSAHTE M.

Satellite technology allows us to monitor the weather and navigate in real time.

3. RN RZEF A LIEMFE—RZEIRZE . AR ITENEZF (STEM) .
Successful space missions can inspire younger generations to study science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics (STEM).




3

4. —ENAARTHRERE SRR, FERRMARIIBKAR ERBE,

2l
\3

Some people believe that space exploration is prohibitively expensive and may divert
resources from Earth’s problems.

5. MGEHIBKII AR iRk 25, REARR B ESSFI AR o

Space debris orbiting the Earth is.increasing and poses a threat to future missions.

6. FMRAEANT P DURIG R BRI, XEHIK ETTERZ RN,

Astronauts can experience weightlessness in space, which is impossible to feel on Earth.
7. BENFRAEIBVINES s, THRTFHRNEM,

Some scientists aim to search for alien life to learn more about the mysteries of the universe.



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space

exploration, while others think this money should be spent on solving

problems on Earth. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space exploration,
while others think this money should be spent on solving problems on Earth. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion.

Introduction Body 2 — Drawbacks
WERE: B2 NIERERERAKRTRER \Why money should be spent on Earth’s
HFEFIN problems
RAILA: FOANANR, EERREFH3F
KERE
Conclusion
Body 1 — Benefits R FRREEEE
Why governments should invest in space PR XFTFATIRR, BNFERRA + 1]

exploration FEUR R



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space exploration,
while others think this money should be spent on solving problems on Earth.
Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

introduction:

There is ongoing debate about whether...

While some people argue that..., others believe that...

In my view, although..., governments should...

There is ongoing debate about whether governments should invest large amounts of money in

space exploration or focus instead on addressing problems on Earth. While both views have their

merits, | believe that space exploration is worth supporting, provided it does not come at the

expense of essential social needs.



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space exploration,
while others think this money should be spent on solving problems on Earth. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion.

BODY 1: ANERRITAL

F 4] . On the one hand, investing in space exploration offers significant long—term benefits.

¥ m/1: One important advantage is that it helps expand human knowledge about the universe and the
origins of our planet. ¥2&2: In addition, many technological breakthroughs have resulted from space
programmes, leading to major technological advancement. 25451l : For example, satellite technology
plays a crucial role in modern communication, navigation and weather forecasting. 3 m3:
Furthermore, successful space missions can inspire younger generations to take an interest in science

and engineering, 55 which is vital for future innovation.



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space exploration,
while others think this money should be spent on solving problems on Earth. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion.
BODY 2: KT=IREMTRA

X 1: On the other hand, opponents argue that space exploration is prohibitively expensive and
involves astronomical costs.
FRFE1: They believe that governments should prioritise urgent issues on Earth, such as poverty,

healthcare and education, rather than divert resources to projects with uncertain outcomes.

M m2: Another concern is the of space debris, ##%2: which poses risks to both

current and future missions and raises questions about the sustainability of continued exploration.



IELTS Writing Task 2 practice:

Some people believe that governments should invest heavily in space exploration,
while others think this money should be spent on solving problems on Earth. Discuss

both views and give your own opinion.

Conclusion
EHH: P SEREEE
PMARR . ZIFHFATHRR, BNFERA + I HFERR

In conclusion, although spending public money on space exploration has clear drawbacks, |
believe it should not be abandoned altogether. Governments should adopt a balanced approach,
investing in sustainable exploration while ensuring that pressing problems on Earth are

adequately addressed.
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