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and place; many learners take learning as part of their lifelong engagement and learning becomes more
individualized. At present learning needs can be roughly classified in three types: for basic survival, for
personal development, and for better life. Hence, three teaching strategies are advised for distance educa-
tion: teaching materials based strategies, non systematic strategies and service based strategies.

Keywords: learners; distance education; teaching strategy

Promoting Learner Participation in Face- to- face Tutorials

Jiang Guozhen and Li Fangfang

It is well believed that face- to- face tutorials are indispensible in distance education. This study focus-
es on how to promote learner participation in face- to- face tutorials in order to improve the effectiveness
and efficiency of the tutorials. The authors observed the course Case Studies in Accounting in Beijing Cen-
ter of the Open University of China and interviewed tutors and learners. The result shows learner participa-
tion is high when the tutorials are assessment oriented and tutor- learner interaction is closely related to
learners’ experience; otherwise, learner participation is low when tutors adopt a cramming method of
teaching.

Keywords: face- to- face tutorial; learner participation; distance education

Design of Classic English Reading Website Based on ASSURE Model

Yan Dan, Wang Feng and Li Xianling

It is believed that the integrated use of multimedia learning resources is important in the transformation
from the traditional classroom to multimedia networked teaching practice. Guided by the classic instructional
design theory ASSURE model, this study deals with the sophomore students’ Extensive Reading website
“Classic English Reading” from Shanghai International Studies University. The instructional design process
involves website design, development, implementation and evaluation. The website design is based on the
ASSURE model, including analyzing learners, stating objectives, selecting instructional methods, media, and
materials, utilizing media and materials, requiring learner participation, evaluating and revising. The result
shows that the advantages of both traditional classroom teaching and networked multimedia environment are
guaranteed in the ASSURE model based design, and that blended learning with teacher supervision and
learner autonomy can optimize learner autonomy out of class, hence improving learner performance.

Keywords: instructional design; ASSURE model; English extensive reading; website design
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